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         A Word From Your Chapter Director 

 

 

       For those of you in the chapter who might not know, 

my Dad passed away on April 16. He was 87. I want to 

thank the chapter for their condolences on his     passing. I did not attend the 

last meeting, as Dad was in the hospital in critical condition. I've pretty much 

cleared up the family business, and will attend our    next meeting. 

 

       I see from the emails floating around that the chapter has been busy vis-

iting     other chapters, and of course the chapter bike nites. I would so much 

love to be riding again, and hopefully in the future I will. 

 

      Our meeting as usual is at MeMaw's on Babcock St., and will be Tues-

day, May 3rd. So come early, socialize, have a good meal. Our meeting will 

start promptly at 7pm. 
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A fifteen year old Amish boy and his father were in a mall. They were amazed by almost eve-

rything they saw, but especially by two shiny,  silver walls that could move apart and then 

slide back together again. 

 

The boy asked, 'What is this Father?' 

The father (never having seen an elevator) responded, 'Son, I have never seen anything like 

this in my life, I don't know what it is.' 

  

While the boy and his father were watching with amazement, a fat old  lady in a wheel chair 

moved up to the moving walls and pressed a  button. The walls opened, and the lady rolled 

between them into a  small room. The walls closed and the boy and his father watched the 

small numbers above the walls light up sequentially. 

   

They continued to watch until it reached the last numberé and then the numbers began to 

light in the reverse order. 

Finally the walls opened up again and a gorgeous 24-year-old blond stepped out. 

  

The father, not taking his eyes off the young woman, said quietly to his son..... 

  

'Go get your Mother' 
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      Thatôs it from me for now; see you all at the meeting on Tuesday. 

 

        

Ray and Diane Mercier 

Chapter Directors 



GWRRA MOTTO: Friends For Fun, Safety and Knowledge  

Here's a solution to all the controversy over full-body scanners.  

 

Have a booth you can step into that will not X-ray you, but will detonate any explosive device you 

may have on you. 

 

It would be a win-win for everyone, and there would be none of this mess about racial profil-

ing!!!!!       
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          (Mar. 25, 2011) 
2011 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS 

 

May 14                   FL1-F2 Chapter Rally                                                  Ocala 

May 21                   Armed Forces Day Ride to Shrimps óR Us                 Welaka, Florida   

May 21-22              Horizon Program                                                           Seffner 

June 16-18             Georgia District Wing Fling                                         Duluth, GA 

July 6 ï 9               Wing Ding                                                                       Knoxville, TN    

Aug 20 - 21            Officer Certification Program                                      TBD 

Sep. 15 ï 17            Region ñAò Rally/Convention                                      Eufaula, AL 

Oct. 8                      FL1- Poker Run                                                             Tampa 

Oct. 13 ï 15            Mississippi District Rally/Convention                         Tupelo, MS 

Oct 22-23                Horizon Program                                                          TBD 

Oct 29                     FL1-D Green Frog Getaway                                         Bear Lake 

Oct 29                     FL1-H2 Howl-O-Ween Harvest Picnic                        Orlando/Christmas 

Nov 12                     Multi-Chapter Lunch                                                    Clewiston    

 

 

2012 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS 

 

Jan. 8-9                   Chapter Conference                                                       Kissimmee 

Jan. 14                    FL2-L Mardi Gras Rally                                                 Lakeland 

 

 



 Safety Educator  
AND NOW A WORD FROM CAPTAIN SAFETY 

 

Bike & Trailer ï Trailer & Bike  

 

In reality, our Goldwings are not designed to pull a trailer.  But it can.  Thereôs no doubt that the Goldwing has the power and strength, 

but it was not designed by Honda to pull a trailer.  On the flip side, there are vendors who design trailers, hitches, and other accessories 

designed specifically for the Goldwing so that we can pull trailers.  This puts us in the middle ground.  It is, therefore, our responsibil-

ity when combining motorcycling and trailering. 

 

More to the point, it is our responsibility to properly utilize any accessories that are added to our bikes.  When pulling a trailer always 

check and re-check, hitch connection, electrical connection, safety chains, loading.  The hitch connection should be secure but allow 

for movement of the trailer. If it is too tight, the binding action will tend to steer the bike and counteract your movements.  The electri-

cal connections should be tight and oxidation free, not too long where the cable drags the pavement, and not too short that it will pull 

apart on tight maneuvers.  Safety chains should be strong enough to keep the trailer from getting away from the bike in the event that 

the hitch fails.  Remember that chains have to be crossed in such a manner as to form a cradle to catch the tongue in the event the 

trailer comes loose from the hitch and keep the tongue from hitting the pavement.  One way to test your chains and connections is 

while the bike is stationary, release the trailer tongue and let is settle into the cradle formed by the chains.  The tongue should not touch 

the pavement.  Next step up onto the trailer tongue.  The chains should support your weight and not allow the tongue to touch the pave-

ment. 

 

Probably the most critical part of pulling a trailer is the total weight load, and the distribution of that load.  The total weigh load will 

primarily affect your starting, steering, and stopping.  Keep your load as low as possible.  Just because you can get 500lbs in your 

trailer, does not mean you should.  The weight that you add to your trailer, including the weight of the trailer, is like added additional 

passengers.  When you start from a stop, your bike will respond sluggishly.  Steering will be affected by the added weight pushing or 

pulling on the bike.  Stopping becomes more dangerous with increased load.  Not only will the stopping distance be increased, but trac-

tion control will be adversely affected.  The extra weight will push you forward and if you are stopping in a curve, the load pushes the 

rear of the bike to the outside of the turn.  Keep the trailer weight as low as possible. 

 

As with total trailer weight, tongue weight is extremely important.  Donôt ever assume that you have the proper amount of tongue 

weight.  Always weigh the tongue to verify.  The easiest method is to use a 50lb fish scale.  Simply use the fish scale to lift the tongue 

of your trailer and read the weight.  There is no specific guidelines for what the tongue weight should be.  Too light and the trailer will 

tend to wobble side to side when being pulled.  Too much weight and the trailer will tend to lift the front end of the bike causing you to 

loose steering ability. 

 

As I said, there are no hard and fast rules as to what the tongue weight should be.  From my experience, my bike will perform best with 

no less than 20lbs to no more than 30lbs of tongue weight.  It is each of our responsibilities to determine what works best for our bike 

and trailer arrangement.  Take a moment to read the load limits of your Goldwing.  For instance, on my 93ô 1500 max load for accesso-

ries and passengers (everything added to the bike since original production) is 408lbs.    Doesnôt leave must room when riding two up.  

Additionally, the trunk limit is 20lbs and the two side bags are limited to 15lbs each.  You might want to read your owners manual. 

 

I want to add a last few things about trailering bikes.  If you are not sure how to tie down your bike, go to the back sections of your 

Goldbook.  There is a section on how to tie down your bike.  1500ôs are different from 1800ôs.  For example, on the 1500 the passenger 

hang grips are designed as a tie down point.  The passenger hand grips on the 1800 are not strong enough to be used as a tie down.  On 

the 1800 the side covers should be removed and the tie down straps attached to the lower frame components. 

 

Lastly, never put your bike cover on the bike when being trailered.  It doesnôt matter how soft your cover is.  The constant flapping of 

the cover as it is being towed will wear the paint.  Also and dust and dirt that is blown up under the cover will become sandpaper and 

scratch your windshield and body parts.  Your Wing was designed to be ridden in multiple environments; it will be fine without a 

cover, and much better off. 

 

Ride safe and ride often. 

 

Moé 

 

Mike and Pat Duquette Senior Chapter Educatorôs 

Mo and Deb Dalton Assistant Chapter Educatorôs 
T-CLOCK  CHECK :   Tires and wheels, Controls, 

Lights and electrics, Oil and fluids, Chassis, Kick-

stand. 
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             Birthdayôs      Anniversaries 

5/18             Steve Daykin  

5/25             Deb Dalton  

5/28         Bob Rudden 

5/30         Mike Duquette 

5/10           Paul & Carol Moore 

5/20           Bob & Trish Rudden 

5/23       Wayne & Deb Storey 

5/31           Ray & Rachel Moyer 

5/31       John & Debbie Colby 
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The awesome power of a wife's love  

     A very old man lay dying in his bed.. In death's doorway, he suddenly smelled the aroma of his fa-

vorite chocolate chip cookie wafting up the stairs.  

  

    He gathered his remaining strength and lifted himself from the bed.  Leaning against the wall, he 

slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with even greater effort forced himself down the stairs, 

gripping the railing with both hands.  

  

    With labored breath, he leaned against the door frame, gazing into the kitchen.  Were it not for death's 

agony, he would have thought himself already in heaven.  

  

    There, spread out on newspapers on the kitchen table were literally hundreds of his favorite chocolate 

chip cookies.  

  

    Was it heaven?  Or was it one final act of heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing to it that he left 

this world a happy man?  

  

    Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself toward the table..  The aged and 

withered hand, shaking, made its way to a cookie at the edge of the table, when he 

was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife.  

  

    "Stay out of those," she said. "They're for the funeral. 



Chapter Meeting @ MeMawôs 

(Last Months Gathering) 
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It is official now!  Steve and Barb are Assistant Chapter Directors! 



 

All that Shrimp and she wants a 

HOT DOG? 

Ride to FL1-Kôs DAV Poker Run 

   Welaka Shrimps R US 



 

é. Man,  I pulled that off cool.  He 

didnôt even know what hit him. 

What the ééé. 

THE HOT POTATO! 

He passed off the é. 

hot potato! 
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   A little   ñGreen Eggs and Hamò at Apopka 
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    ñGreen Eggs and Hamò  


