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                  A Word From Your Chapter Director 

 

    Hello everyone. The month has been filled with good 

riding weather. We had a few bike nights that I hope were 

well attended. We are in the planning stages, and I know its 

early, for the Multi Chapter Breakfast we must host in January of 2012. But 

for those chapter members who have yet to be involved in this endeavor, it 

entails a lot of work to prepare for this event. 

    We must petition District with the date we've chosen to make sure there 

isn't conflict with another chapter for that date. When we've gotten the date 

we've chosen cleared, then we must book a venue to hold the event. Then the 

real work begins! We must prepare a flyer. Decide on the menu. Gather door 

and game prizes, etc. It must be a Team effort by the whole chapter to make 

the event a success. 

 Diane and I, and Steve and Barb Squires attended the Officer Certifi-

cation Course in Kissimmee over this last weekend.  It was interesting to say 

the least, and I do recommend this course to anyone intending to someday 
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 When I was a young minister, a funeral director asked me to hold a grave side service for a homeless 

man with no family or friends. The funeral was to be at a cemetery way out in the country. This was a 

new cemetery and this man was the first to be laid to rest there. 

 

I was not familiar with the area and became lost. Being a typical man, of course, I did not ask for direc-

tions. I finally found the cemetery about an hour late. The back hoe was there and the crew was eating 

their lunch. The hearse was nowhere to be seen. 
 

I apologized to the workers for being late. As I looked into the open grave, I saw the vault lid already in 

place. I told the workers I would not keep them long, but that this was the proper thing to do. The work-

ers, still eating their lunch, gathered around the opening. 

 

I was young and enthusiastic and poured out my heart and soul as I preached. The workers joined in 

with, "Praise the Lord," "Amen," and "Glory!" I got so into the service that I preached and preached and 

preached, from Genesis to The Revelation. 

 

When the service was over, I said a prayer and walked to my car. As I opened the door, I heard one of 

the workers say, "I never saw anything like that before and I've been putting in septic systems for twenty 

years." 
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want to step up to a staff position within GWRRA. It was intensive training, but the four of us 

learned a lot of things we didn't know.  

   That's it for now. Our next meeting at MeMaw's is March 1. Come early and have a good 

meal and socialize. Hope to see you all there. 

 

Ray & Diane Mercier 



GWRRA MOTTO: Friends For Fun, Safety and Knowledge  

 

ñSeveral years ago, we had an Intern who was none too swift.  One day she was typing and turned to a sec-

retary and said, 'I'm almost out of typing paper.  What do I do?'  'Just use paper from the photocopier', the 

secretary told her. With that, the intern took her last remaining blank piece of paper, put it on the photo-

copier and proceeded to make five 'blank' copies.ò 
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          (Jan 25, 2011) 

    2011 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS 

 

Jan 29.                    FL1-O Annual Chili Run                                            DeFuniak Springs 

Feb 5                       FL1-K2 Motorcycle Skills Challenge & Rally          Clearwater 

Feb 12                     FL2-G Chili Cook-Off                                                 Fort Myers ( Change) 

Feb. 19-20              Officer Certification Program                                     Kissimmee (Change) 

Feb 25-26               FL1-A2 Lakeside Rally                                                Tallahassee                   

March  17 ï 19      Florida District Rally/Convention                               Kissimmee 

Mar 31 - Apr 2      Alabama District Rally/Convention                            Huntsville, AL 

Apr 2                      FL1-K  Disabled American Veterans Poker Run      Palm Coast 

Apr 3                      FL1-E2 American Diabetes Poker Run                      Ft Walton Bch      

Apr 9                      FL1-B Road Rally                                                         Seffner 

Apr 9                      Ride For Kids                                                                Jacksonville 

Apr 16                    FL1-W Green Eggs & Ham                                         Orlando 

April 28 -30            South Carolina District Rally/Convention                  Charleston, SC 

May 14                   FL1-F2 Chapter Rally                                                  Ocala 

May 21-22              Horizon Program                                                          TBD 

June 16-18             Georgia District Wing Fling                                         Duluth, GA 

July 6 ï 9               Wing Ding                                                                       Knoxville, TN    

Aug 20 - 21            Officer Certification Program                                      TBD 

Sep. 15 ï 17           Region ñAò Rally/Convention                                       Eufaula, AL 

Oct. 8                     FL1-A Poker Run                                                           Tampa 

Oct. 13 ï 15           Mississippi District Rally/Convention                          Tupelo, MS 

Oct 22-23               Horizon Program                                                           TBD 

Oct 29                    FL1-H2 Howl-O-Ween Harvest Picnic                         Orlando/Christmas 



 Safety Educator  

How Do You Know When YOU Screw UP! 

 

It is so easy to point out the faults of others, especially when driving.  Your heading home in your 

neighborhood and a couple of streets before your turn, thinking of the day youôve just been through, and 

what has to be done when your arrive home, when all of a sudden, you snap to, and the car in front of you 

suddenly brakes and turns on a side street.  ñCar didnôt come with turn signals, Idiot?!?ò 

 

Sound familiar? 

 

Traveling to work the next morning, traffic is fairly heavy, but traveling at a nice pace.  Your settled in 

following the vehicle in front, in the left lane, when you notice that the person in the car behind has de-

cided that you are in THEIR way.  Riding your bumper, you canôt see the headlights any more.  You be-

come enraged more and more with each passing second as the car continues to try to push you down the 

road.  HE knows D^&*# well that you canôt go anywhere because the cars are packed  just ahead. 

Thoughts go flying by.  Thoughts of jamming on the brakes and letting them hit you.  Enraged enough 

that there is a fine line between thoughts and actions. 

 

Itôs so easy to see the faults of others.  Can we see the faults in ourselves?  It doesnôt matter whether driv-

ing a car or motorcycle; can we see the faults in ourselves? 

 

How do you know when YOU screw up? 

 

Some ways are very obvious, such as dents in your vehicle, high insurance premiums, and so forth, but 

these are after the fact.  One of the simplest ways to determine when you are screwing up is: When do you 

use your Brake Pedal? 

 

Heading home again from work, the IDIOT is no where in sight.  Itôs clear sailing except for a couple of 

cars following.  You hit your brakes, turn on your turn signal, and turn onto your home street.  You Just 

Screwed Up! 

 

Heading to work, traffic is moderate, traveling in the right lane; you come up on the car in front of you.  

Since there is traffic in the left lane and you canôt get over, you lightly press on your brake to slow down.  

You Just Screwed Up! 

 

Getting on to the interstate, merging into traffic, you have to slow up to merge and lightly tap your brake 

to allow the car to your left to pass and merge onto the interstate.  You Just Screwed Up! 

 

Getting off the interstate, you brake just before the exit ramp and then when on the exit ramp going 

around the cloverleaf curve you hit the brake to slow down.  You Just Screwed Up Twice! 

 

How did you screw up? 

 

Braking before turning on your turn signal.  You used your signal too late. The turn signal should always 

be on before you brake.  Signal your intention before acting on your intentions. 

 

When coming up on cars, if you have to use your brake to slow down, you were not paying attention.  If 

you had been paying attention, scanning traffic ahead properly, you would have started slowing before 
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needing to use the brake.  In the same vein, if you use your brake, while following other cars in traffic, 

you are probably following too close to properly react.  If you are using the proper following distance, 

taking you foot off of the gas will be enough to slow you down, in ñnormalò situations. 

 

Getting onto the interstate; this is one of my pet peeves.  For the most part, why are entrances to the 

interstate shaped the way they are?  So you can see traffic, plan your entrance into traffic, and set your 

speed accordingly.  If you used your brake, you did not pay attention early enough or you would have 

matched speed to merge properly. 

 

But you had to pay attention to the cars in front of you!  See above on possibly following too close??? 

 

If you are one of those who have ever stopped on an entrance to the interstate for absolutely no good 

reason or poor planning, Turn in your keys NOW. 

 

When getting off the interstate, get off of the interstate first, then brake.  If you donôt do this, please 

practice watching traffic in your rear view mirror.  See section above on dents. 

 

Braking in a curve?  If you are doing this in your car or truck, get on the parking lot and practice before 

starting any trip on the motorcycle.  Bad habits in vehicle are not unlearned when you hop on your mo-

torcycle.  Always maintain speed or accelerate in a curve.  Slow, Look, Lean, Roll. 

 

So how can you determine if you have screwed up?  Start paying attention to when you use the brake.  

Each time you use it, think to yourself, did you use it properly, or was it being used to correct a poten-

tial screw up? 

 

Now before you get upset, the examples above are during ñNormalò driving situations.  There are 

many, many exceptions to the rule.  The point of this article is to get you to think about when you use 

your brake, and to use this situation to gage how well you are scanning, predicting, and acting.  You 

might be surprised what you will find out about your driving, and when and why you use your brake.  

For example, the next few times you put on your turn signal, was your foot already on the brake.  See 

what you find. 

 

Moé 

 

Mike & Pat Duquette 

Senior Chapter Educators 

T-CLOCK  CHECK :   Tires and wheels, Controls, 

Lights and electrics, Oil and fluids, Chassis, Kick-

stand. 
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Seriously...always wear a helmet! 



 

             Birthdayôs      Anniversaries 

3/4               Glenn Taylor 

3/6               Betty Taylor 

3/28         Sharon Hurst 

3/4       Bob & Onie Stankus 

3/17           Glenn & Betty Taylor 

6 

"You know" he whispered, his eyes filling with tears, "you have been with me 

through all the bad times. When I got fired, you stuck right beside me. When my 

business went under, there you were. When we lost the house, you were there. When 

I got shot, you stuck with me. When my health started failing, you were still by my 

side. "And you know what?" 

 

"What, dear?" she asked gently, smiling to herself. 

 

"I think you're bad luck." 

Caught this guy out for a ride.  

Thought maybe I knew himéééé.. 



Chapter Meeting @ MeMawôs 

(Last Months Gathering) 
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More MeMaws! 
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Tiki Taproom & Grill  

Kick Tire  
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